The University of Massachusetts has initiated an interdisciplinary course for honors students entitled “Cosmos to Humanity: From the Big Bang to the Space Age”. The theme of the course is astrobiology/evolution, beginning with the evolution of the universe and continuing with the formation and evolution of the solar system, the origin and evolution of life, life in extreme environments, the evolution of complex life, the origin and evolution of humans, and the search for life elsewhere in the universe. Co-I Professor William M. Irvine has developed 6 lectures, associated reading material, and web-based units for the course on the topics of cosmology, nucleosynthesis, organic matter in galaxies, the origin of the solar system, environments in the solar system for life, and extrasolar planets and the search for life in the universe.  Martha Hanner, Adjunct Professor of Astronomy at the University of Massachusetts, received some support from this grant to participate in developing lectures and discussions on comets for this
