Telecon minutes – May 13th, 2003

Attendees:  Daniella, Krisstina, Julie, Kay, Jackie, Lorraine, Pamela, Kat, Linda, Karen, Rebecca.

Round Table Contributions:
Linda – going to New Jersey for a project Astro meeting to report on their conversion to project Astrobio.  She also talked about some new Astrobio activities to be used at the upcoming summer project Astrobio training workshops.  The workshops are usually 15-20 people, both educators and scientists who will be working together throughout the year.  Linda described an activity in which she has created a timeline for the history of Earth/solar system upon which are placed real informational artifacts like stromatolites…

Krisstina – suggested doing a videocon of the activity at some point in a future telecon.  She also wants to encourage other NAI Lead teams to become project Astrobio host sites.  The Astronomical Society of the Pacific in San Francisco is the main site for project Astro, and between their and Linda’s expertise, we could easily facilitate the creation of a project Astrobio site.  Please contact NAI Central with your intent get involved!
Kay – reported on JSC’s recent experiences doing outreach to schools and the public in the communities surrounding Cape Canaveral – the home of the MER mission launches.  As part of the Mars Public Engagement program led by Sheri Klug at Arizona State University, Kay and Jackie talked with various groups (5000 students the 1st week, plus a Mars Mall Day, and a day at the Kennedy Visitor Center) about the mission and the launches – with lots of the information being Astrobiology related, and grounded in geology.  Her report from the Mall scene was that the people were generally very excited about looking for life on Mars!

Jackie – reported on their upcoming educator workshops – again with a strong Astrobiology component – to be held this coming May 24th, June 2nd, and June 4-6th.

Lorraine – will be attending a teacher science day at the American Society of Microbiology at the University of Maryland on this May 16th.  She will give a 1.25 hour long workshop based on the entire collaborative short course to include activities:  what is life?, and the winogradsky column.  

Daniella – requested a copy of the presentation to post on our E/PO webpage for all to reference/use.

Rebecca – asked if anyone was going to Nashville for a AAS meeting – Edna Devore will be there, as will Tim Slater’s team from the University of Arizona.  Daniella will put her in touch with them.  Rebecca also asked about activity around the MER launches, and Kay suggested she get in touch with Sheri Klug directly who is hosting a teacher workshop at Kennedy around the launch windows.

Krisstina – offered a summary of the recent Executive Council meeting in Pasadena:  Bruce Runnegar is still considered the director designate, and Rose Grymes is the acting director until it is clear when he should assume the position of director.  They are still unsure as to when that will be.  A big question at the  meeting was:  “what will happen to the teams that are not re-funded?”  There was expressed an inherent value in the starting teams of the NAI, and the idea of an Alumni status was discussed.  No conclusions were reached, and the benefits of such status were unclear.  Please share your thoughts on this idea with your PI and Krisstina. 

A Handbook for new Teams (for all teams really) is in development and will be based on our website.  There will be an E/PO section.  A draft version will be available soon.  Please take some time to review it and give feedback (there will most likely be a web-based feedback mechanism…).

Discussion about the current set up of Abscicon and NAI General Meetings – they are currently offered on rotating years, usually in early spring.  Traditionally the NAI meeting is for NAI affiliates only, whereas Abscicon is for the whole community.  Should this structure be maintained?  No conclusions were reached.  Abscicon is scheduled for early April 2004 at Ames (overlaps NSTA in Atlanta by one day), and the next NAI meeting is TBD.

There was some talk of an NAI retreat potentially to be this fall – Oct/Nov?  It will be a several day meeting of Bruce and some of the PI’s to discuss some core philosophical issues of the Institute… Krisstina will talk with Bruce about obtaining invitations for some E/PO Leads to attend, perhaps in her stead, to enhance the breadth of the meeting.  Please contact Krisstina with your interest in participating.

The “image database” project is still getting off the ground.  The idea is to create a searchable database of Astrobiology-related imagery, powerpoint slides, and powerpoint presentations.  The infrastructure of Micro*scope at MBL will be utilized, and Bruce Jakosky has volunteered to kick things off with some slides of his…

In all the tone was one of slight discomfort, but there was good sharing and discussion about the core concepts of the Institute.

Main Topics of Discussion:

REPORTING:

Daniella and Krisstina talked about the upcoming reporting cycle.  The plan is to have the Projects Performance Database (PPD), a database here at NAI central with a web interface, which each of you will use to enter data about the various E/PO projects you’ve conducted over the course of the year:  October 1st 2002 – September 30th, 2003.  You will have to project as much as possible for the months of July, August and September 2003, as the deadline for entry into the PPD is JUNE 30TH, 2003.  Daniella will provide you all with the url, usernames and passwords, and a set of guidelines.  The PPD will be up and ready for input on or before JUNE 1st, 2003.  You will be notified when it is ready.  Please feel free to contact Daniella at any time with any questions you may have. Please communicate with your PI’s about what you’re doing, so there is no repeat confusion about reporting.

NSTA 2004:

Daniella thanks you all for your input toward the proposing of the Astrobiology Professional Development Resource Room, and invites you all to look at the final documents which comprised the proposal on our epo page.  An email will go around with instructions on how to access.

Daniella has created an evolving document to be housed on our epo page which will carry the most up to date information about all our collaborative plans for the Atlanta conference.  More on that as we find out what has gotten accepted…  Stay tuned.

Karen Bradford mentioned an upcoming telecon with Fernbank Science Center in Atlanta to discuss with them the possibility of us (when we’re in Atlanta) doing Astrobiology presentation as part of their Thursday evening lecture series.  Hopefully, this telecon will lead to more information about other possible collaborations in K-12 and with the local Minority Universities…  Stay tuned.  Please provide suggestions and comments to Karen – Karen.C.Bradford@nasa.gov

Last minute discussion items:

NSTA 2003 Regional Conferences?
Kay – mentioned the submission of collaborative-short course-like proposals to the NSTA 2003 regional conferences:  Minnesota = Oct 30-Nov 1, Kansas City = 13-15 Nov, and Reno = 4-6 Dec.  The submissions were on behalf of the Solar System Exploration Education Forum, to which Astrobiology is represented formally by Daniella.  Who will be there anyway?  Who wants to go?  What can we collaboratively plan?  

Krisstina suggested that NAI central staff will be happy to get involved in the Reno conference since we are so close to Reno.

Our plan is to wait and see what is accepted by NSTA for each of these three and take it from there.

Conference checklist?

Daniella – mentioned that we at NAI central are trying to put together a template of “things to do” at any given educational conference.  It will serve as a sort of checklist of activities to do within the conference and in the local area, such as:  give a short course, do a workshop,  do a lecture at a local museum, connect with after school clubs, do thematic things related to theme of conference, and make decisions about products to bring and use.

Such a “conference checklist” will be available in draft form soon on our website for your review and input.  Our idea is to make a sister template for our approach to scientific conferences.  We hope they will be useful organizational tools for us all… Stay tuned.

AGU meeting in December?

Pamela – inquired about what we are planning to do if anything at the upcoming American Geophysical Union meeting in San Francisco in December 2003.  It has been suggested to NAI central by the SETI people to submit for an Astrobiology Education Session at the meeting.

The deadline for proposing such a session is May 20th 2003!  Krisstina suggested talking with Cheri Morrow who is involved with AGU to see if she was interested in chairing such a session or being involved in some way.

Rebecca expressed interest in submitting posters – and Krisstina replied that there would definitely be room for posters.  

Follow up to come on this topic.  NAI central is considering coordinating the session…

And finally…

Karen Bradford thanks whomever it was who introduced her to the SouthEast regional OSS Broker/facilitator.  The connection was extremely useful.

Our next telecon is on June 10, and we plan to have it as a webex meeting to work on reporting issues…  stay tuned.

Thanks, 

Daniella. 

