E/PO telecon June 17, 2003

NB – I have organized these minutes into two topics - the sequence within each is preserved…Daniella.

Attendees:

Emily CoBabe – CUB

Julie Edmonds – CIW

Barb Laval – UCLA

Kat Eason – CUB

Pamela Harman – SETI

Linda Khandro – UW

Marilyn Lindstrom – JSC/HQ

Lisa Brown – PSU

Jamie Harold – JPL2

Jackie Allen – JSC

Kay Tobola – JSC

Lorraine Olendeznski

Daniella Scalice – NAI Central

Krisstina Wilmoth – NAI Central

Darlene Gadd – NAI Central

Julie Fletcher – NAI Central

TOPIC:  Round Table Reports:

Lorraine:  gave a workshop at the American Society of Microbiology – where she plans next year to expand more on aspects of Astrobiology and move beyond just microbiology.

Krisstina:  reports some information given to her from the PI’s that E/PO is not getting reported back to the PI’s.  They aren’t sure of the roles of their E/PO people and are wondering if we’re coordinating, etc.

Lorraine:  asks if the PI’s mean we’re not coordinating with each other, or with our scientists?

Krisstina:  not coordinating with each other…

Kat:  adds that Bruce Jakosky feels that non-K-12 (informal) E/PO isn’t well coordinated…

Krisstina:  feels this is ok because our focus has really been on Teacher professional development.  She also brought up the question of K-12 workshops at SCIENTIFIC meetings.

Emily:  mentions AGU (American Geophysical Union) in December 

Daniella:  reports that an astrobiology education session for AGU has been accepted which she is coordinating.

Marilyn: mentions GSA (Geological Society of America) in Seattle in December.

Krisstina:  wonders how we can capitalize on this venue?

Marilyn:  adds that we’re all from such different fields and can integrate into different meetings…

Jackie:  feels collaboration is the key – to work with other groups to weave astrobiology into existing things.

Kay:  thinks it’s already happening, it’s just hard to report or document.

JSC:  is having a big summer.  They’ll be bringing Astrobiology to 120 teachers at a workshop at the University of Texas in Arlington.  Their high school students will receive an Astrobiology and Mars Geology lecture every week, and their student ambassadors will be doing a presentation on Astrobiology this summer.

Marilyn:  reports that JSC’s minority students will participate in PBS’s upcoming “Live from Mars” broadcast on January 17th 2004.  

Lisa:  comments that the “Live from…” series is very good.

Julie:  tells of her efforts in creating an interactive version of the beautiful hydrothermal vent poster.  There will be a touch-screen that activates videos and triggers material to be printed.  The poster is available to travel – especially for our teams to bring to workshops, to tour libraries, or as a small museum exhibit.  It could be accompanied by astrobiology-related artifacts…

TOPIC:  Teacher Professional Development

Krisstina:  thinks we need to invite outside expertise in to train us – using videocon/webex technologies to host a series of presentations.  Look into the National Academies and AAAS?  She thinks NAI is on the leading edge of this and that no one else is really looking into this kind of training for E/PO professionals.

Marilyn:  reports that – No, the Ed Council (of the Office of Space Sciences) has been doing this kind of work.

Jamie:  adds that Jeff (Rosendahl) is very focused on this.

Marilyn:  says the Ed Council is researching needs and practices of teachers and discussed it at their last conference in Boston.  She brings up No Child Left Behind (NCLB) and it’s focus on reading and math.

Lisa:  notes some research from a speaker she heard from Berkeley that math and reading greatly benefit from professional development for teachers in science.

Kay:  notes some research which states that keeping a poster up in the classroom all year is beneficial.

Krisstina:  describes a presentation she is giving at the upcoming AAS meeting in San Francisco which details the different levels of involvement in Astrobiology that the NAI offers teachers:  classroom activities, workshops and short courses at conferences, year long curricula, extended workshops, graduate courses, etc.

Emily:  offers an explanation for why the number of teachers involved in professional development is decreasing:  there is no money to support them due to state cuts, travel and substitute teaching is unaffordable, as well as the focus on math and literacy because of NCLB.

Kay:  reports that the states are really feeling the pressure of NCLB and standardized testing is such an issue.  Alpha teachers rely on what they’re doing.  WE need to have the answers – to BE the answer.  To be ready.  Our lessons must fit into the state testing…

Marilyn:  thinks reform is happening and NASA is part of it – along with NSF and the Department of Education.

Julie:  brings up the subject of Pre-service teachers.

Marilyn:  talks about the NASA-CSU (California State University) system initiative to address this subject of working with pre-service teachers.  She adds that Parvin Kassaie at JPL is coordinating this effort with JPL, Dreyden, and Ames.  

Lisa:  mentions that the new PSU proposal to the NAI includes work with pre-service teachers.

Jackie:  mentions community colleges and university colleges of education.

Kay:  notes that the new trend in the colleges of Ed is “learn to be a teacher, AND learn the science content.

Krisstina:  thinks it’s important to broker relationships between a college of Ed and science departments within any given university.

Pamela:  mentions the MASSTEP(?) program at San Francisco State University in which secondary teachers in training must demonstrate competency in their scientific subject; that they must pass a general test in the subject.  This program is progressive in integrating the learning of science and the learning of teaching for pre-service teachers.

Kay:  talked about a workshop she went to at Lady of the Lake University which dealt with these issues of bringing science content into the college of Ed.

