The Astrobiology Professional Development Resource Day

Proposed for the 2004 NSTA National Convention

Atlanta, GA - April 1-4, 2004
The Astrobiology education community is an emerging network of education professionals from organizations both within and outside of NASA, working in both formal and informal education settings. From hosting exhibits to presenting workshops – together or separately - all of us have enjoyed contributing to the NSTA National and Regional Conventions for many years.  In Atlanta next April, we’d like to take it to the next level. 

By offering opportunities and encouraging participation in all levels of professional development, we are committed to teacher growth and maturity.  At the heart of Astrobiology is collaboration, integration, and respectful interdisciplinary exchange.  We believe these attributes - infused with the excitement of cutting edge inquiry and research into Life in the Universe - have the ability to positively influence how teachers teach and how students learn.  Our educational products and professional development opportunities center around these ideas.

The proposed Astrobiology Professional Development Resource Day represents the coming together of the Astrobiology education community to collaboratively present these professional development opportunities to teachers.  The succession of presentations is organized in such a way that as the resource day progresses, so the levels of involvement with the subject matter will deepen.  The presentations will begin in the morning with an in-depth exposure to the subject matter, and move into incorporating that knowledge into the classroom with activities and curricula.  Then we will present our opportunities for extended summer workshops, on-line teaching courses, and other innovative programs, and complete the day with a discussion of ways to strengthen connections between the education and scientific communities.  In that session, we hope to gain insight from the participants on how to best shape opportunities for them to engage in Astrobiology research themselves.

Perhaps a teacher who is new to the subject might find her/himself spending the whole day with us.  Perhaps someone who’s already doing some Astrobiology activities in the classroom will come to learn about the year-long curricula, and stay to hear about a summer workshop.  Our objective is to address all the levels of professional development in Astrobiology as a continuum reflective of our diversity.

We urge you to consider our proposal in the light of NSTA’s “Maintaining the Professional Edge” strand.  As the strand suggests, one of our goals in this endeavor is to create a supportive community of science educators, and incorporate those voices into the greater Astrobiology community; enriching that already exciting and diverse dialogue.  

The attached document outlines the proposals in the order in which we would like to present them, and provides the brief description, abstract, presenter(s), and proposal number for each one.  We respectfully request our Resource Day be held on Friday, April 2, 2004 in a large room with 100+ capacity.  Room set up can remain TBD at this time.

Thank you for your time.

Daniella Scalice, NASA Astrobiology Institute

