Astrobiology K-12 Poster Series:  Field Testing

Notes from a conversation with

Bonnie Eisenhammer

The OSS Origins Forum (of which NAI is a part) has funds to help their missions with the work of product evaluation.  Through this mechanism, Bonnie Eisenhammer, a member of the Hubble Space Telescope Office of Public Outreach, will help us develop and implement a field testing protocol for our posters. 

· Field testing will be much easier if the posters have gone through the OSS Formative Evaluation process.  K-4 and 5-8 already have.  9-12 will do so.

_______________________________________

· Bonnie will develop testing “instruments” – which are a list of questions based on how to evaluate student performance.  

· Bonnie will also line up teachers and classrooms with which to conduct the testing.

· The first round of testing will include 8 classrooms, with a second round of 3 classrooms.

· Classroom demographic info, as well as test scores and reading level information will be collected.

· Bonnie will provide training to the NAI E/PO leads who are interested in being part of the testing.  Training will take place in August.

· Anecdotal testing will also be conducted:  a quick interview based test consisting of a few questions.  This will be done at fall conferences and over a web-based network of teachers to which Bonnie is connected.

· One final goal of the testing will be to create a set of recommendations on how to use the posters and provide that information with the posters.
OUR PLAN:

August 2003:  Develop testing instruments



Get trained by Bonnie via videocon



Set up a schedule for field testing of the K-4+5-8 posters in the fall.

