Ideas for Outreach at Educational Conferences

Ideas for Outreach Within the Conference:

Workshops with activities

· Do one or two activities in depth based on specific astrobiology theme – ex. Origin of Life, Search for Extrasolar Planets.

· Hand out materials.

Lecture, presentation

· Overview of general astrobiology thematic content.

· Topic specific content – ex. Meteorites, microbiology, hydrothermal vents…

Short course

· Present activities based on astrobiology themes – provide extensive scientific context.

· Include scientists whenever possible

Panel Discussion

· For special thematic topics – ex. “Bridging the Gap between Scientists and Educators.”

Technical Demonstrations

· For websites, online activities, or special hands on materials (live organisms, rocks, other scientific samples).

Receptions

· Breakfast, luncheon, afternoon tea…
· Host for special population – ex. field test teachers, pre-service, conference first-timers, elementary educators, other self-selected groups.
Keynote Speaker

· Special lecture with top scientist(s) – should have stellar communication skills…

· Should be very broad topic – something everyone can relate to and understand.

· Perhaps follow with “meet the scientist(s)” reception?

THE BOOTH

What is the booth good for?  

· Raising awareness for Astrobiology

· Interacting informally with teachers – gather information:  provides a chance to discover what their professional challenges and successes are; what is the state of education in that region (CSTA) or scientific topic (NABT)?

· Distributing materials.  What kind?  How many?  Which to distribute at Booth?  Which to save for Workshops?

· Provides a place to do some anecdotal field testing of a product in development.

· A shared booth provides a place to learn about other programs/products and meet colleagues.

Ideas for Outreach Outside the Conference:

Capitalize on local scientists

· Who is in the area?  What are their specialties?  Would they need funding to attend and contribute?

Outreach to local Museums, Science Centers, Planetaria, Aquaria, etc.

· How might Astrobiology fit into their current exhibits or themes?

· What existing public outreach programs do they have in place to utilize?

· Do training workshop for their educator staff.

· Do workshop for local kids.

· If local scientist is available, have him/her give topical presentation for the public.

· Host a special evening of talks and activities for the community and/or in conjunction with the conference for teachers – ex. “Astrobiology Night” (modeled after Solar System Nights kit).

· Distribute materials.

· If nothing else, meet with their staff or coordinator and establish a connection.

Find local science clubs

· After-school clubs for students

· Girl/Boy Scouts – the NASA Office of Space Science has a strong connection to the Girl Scouts and can provide information on local branches around the country.

· University students academic clubs

· Adults:  amateur astronomers, gem and mineral societies, etc.

· Do any of the above listed activities with them.

Local Colleges and Universities

· Any NAI Lead Teams in the area?

· Any Minority Institutions in the area?  (again, OSS is pursuing a Minority Institution Initiative, and NAI has the Minority Institution Involvement Program)

· Do a presentation as part of a science department’s seminar series.

· Work with the University’s College of Education to outreach to pre-service students and their instructors.  Do a guest lecture?  Distribute Materials.  If nothing else, contact the staff/coordinator and make a connection.
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