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Agenda:

Discussion – Development of an international society of astrobiology

New business/information

Discussion – Development of an international society of astrobiology

· Currently the effort to develop an international society of astrobiology is in the discussion stages.

· Need to be careful to avoid competition with societies with the same goals, i.e., ISSOL

· Need reflection and discussion to make the society attractive to those not in the field of astrobiology.  There is a tremendous drive in astrobiology – must learn to coordinate efforts as soon as possible and to provide opportunities to young scientist. 

· Participants asked to consider how would people react to perhaps changing the ISSOL name to reflect being the International Astrobiology Society

· They would give it a fair chance but doubt the scope of such a change would be embraced.  Also, question if ISSOL be able to manage a meeting of the size that would result from such a change

· ISSOL is the only organization able to increase its membership freely

· Students could join but have not voting rights in ISSOL at this time

· Perhaps this could be revisited.  Good for long term health of ISSOL to increase membership and extend membership to more students.

· Suggestion of a coordinated effort with FAO, Bioastronomy and ISSOL 

· FAO has no legal constraints so it can evolve as needed. 

· Over 1/2 of the ISSOl members are from the U.S. and not many students

· Suggestion that the FAO, with an objective of timing coordination with other meetings, advancing service to young scientist in astrobiology and creating a discussion forum and perhaps electronic publication resource, invite topic meeting organizers, be open to their plans and concerns, think outside the box on how to serve the mentors and the students.  FAO would keep this focus over the years to help these various organizations increase their membership and better serve the community. 

· Need to look at having free and open participation for countries like China interested in the field and working on related areas and are not members of any of theses organizations. 

· Proposal that the FAO move forward to invite Bioastronomy and ISSOl to join the FAO to form an international union with one representative from each.

· Major COSPAR business meeting in July with possible key changes for the organization in the coming year therefore FAO should wait until after the July meeting to invite a COSPAR representative.

· COSPAR and ISSOL representatives will be invited to be full members of the FAO

· Suggest keeping the same title (FAO) since it still applies 

· All agree 

· R. Grymes offers that NAI  do a heavy publicity effort to encourage students to join ISSOL.  In addition to information on the student fee ($15.00) R. Grymes requests information be provided to her on student opportunities in ISSOL and how students are served by the organization.

· RG provided ideas for increased student participation in ISSOL 

· Include student membership on the ISSOL board. 

· Devote 1/2 day of meetings for student organization and presentations

· Council of students who funnel ideas to a voting board member

· Training and encouragement for students on being influential in an organization and participating more in these organizations

· A. Brack, F. Raulin and A. Lazcano will develop the text for the FAO website for student support. 

· R. Grymes suggest inviting the Bioastronomy, AbSciCon and astrobiology student representatives (no more than 3) to the June FAO telecon. Participants invited would be Karen Meech for Bioastronomy, Lynn Rothschild for AbSciCon and Maggie Turnbull one possible student participant.   All Agree
New business/ information:

· Welcome to Antonio Lazcano of the Red Mexicana de Astrobiologia (RMA)!

· Revisit discussion on type of FAO involvement for Charles Cockell 

· H. Edwards to replace Charles as the ASB representative on the FAO

· Table for now, C. Cockell not present.  Deferred for next telecon

· F. Raulin will suggest time and date for FAO meeting at COSPAR and provide by the next scheduled FAO telecon.  

· K. Bradford will poll FAO members for telecon meeting time during week of June 13th.  

