International Astrobiology Circle

Telecon/Meeting Notes

January 15, 2004
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· Charles Cockell 

· Stepping down as President of the Astrobiology Society of Britain (ASB).  Martin Reese will be the new ASB President

· ASB general meeting to be held during the first UK Astrobiology Conference in March 2003

· EANA meeting being organized for November 2004

· Suggest organization of a lunar astrobiology science workshop

· Note:  Group agrees and will further discuss

· Nils Holms

· Signed contract to co-author astrobiology book in Swedish

· Swedish Astrobiology Meeting held at the Nils Born Institute

· Andre Brack

· No news from Beagle at this time.  Congratulations to U.S. on successful landing of the Mars Rover. 

· Malcolm Walter (Via telecon)

· The ACA is one of a number of partners in the newly formed Australian Space Network, which includes all areas of space research and activities (including but not limited to astrobiology).  

· Core support from the Anglo Australian Observatory, the Australian National Telescope Facility, CSIRO, Macquarie University, and has promises of support from at least one regional government, New South Wales.  All types of organizations are participating, including commercial, academic, non-profit enterprises.  A consultant is working with ASN to expand the network

· Rose Grymes

· Purchased FAO domain name: www.astrobiology-fao.org
· Reminder the Astrobiology Science Conference, AbSciCon 2004 is March 28-April1, 2004 at the NASA Ames Research Center.  The abstract deadline is January 22, 2004. http://abscicon2004.arc.nasa.gov
· FAO members invited to attend the NAI Executive Council (EC) meeting scheduled March 27-28.  The meeting will focus on NAI International Partnerships. The FAO charter will be formally signed after the EC meeting on Sunday, March 28.  The group should consider what should be done for the FAO charter signing and discuss via email.

· NAI Astrobiology Drilling Program (ADP) session at AbSciCon on Tuesday, March 30, 2004 in the afternoon.  Session will address drilling on other planetary surfaces as well as on Earth.  Planned outcome of session is to generate a 3-5 page document on this subject. 

· Subsurface Life Group scheduled an open meeting to be held at Ames after AbSciCon on Friday, April 2.  Led by NAI Team PI Bruce Jakosky.  

· First Remote Astrobiology Dialouges (RAD) video/telecon in collaboration with the Centro de Astrobiologia held December 12, 2003.
· Approximately 20 participants.  
· Web resource of background information, supporting slides and documents as well has a forum for further dialogue has been established for the group. 

· R. Grymes visiting Madrid the 1st 2 weeks in March to collaborate with the CAB on the development of ideas and themes from the RADs 

· The NAI supported an astrobiology graduate student conference hosted at the University of Arizona.  One outcome from the conference was the desire to form an international professional network.  

· Note:  Group interested in pursing this and want to further discuss, perhaps at AbSciCon in March. 

· FAO slides drafted on FAO student opportunities/programs so that members can address the FAO consistently.  Members asked to review the slides, make recommendations, via email.  

·  Suggest naming the opportunity the David Wynn-Williams Scholarship.  

· Action:  C. Cockell will contact the Wynn-Williams family and ask for formal permission. 

· Attending the Titan Science meeting: Titan from Discovery to Encounter; International Conference on the occasion of the 375th birthday of Christiaan Huygens 4/13-17, 2004 (ESTEC, Noordwijk, the Netherlands). http://sci2.esa.int/huygens/conference/
· Possible development of a lunar focus group in the NAI

· NAI provided 15K to Bio-astronomy earmarked to support attendance by students from FAO countries

· NAI plans to provide support for the 2004 Santander courses

