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Mission Statement

The Federation of Astrobiology Organizations encompasses an ever widening set of individual astrobiology networks, associations, institutes, research groups, and societies; linking them together to assist the implementation of cooperative international activities. All astrobiology networks, associations, institutes, research groups, and societies are invited to participate in this federation. A primary focus of the FAO is broadening the opportunities available to talented students from all countries and supporting activities that develop their academic and research potentials.
Perspectives

The groups currently participating in FAO telecons and meetings are, alphabetically:

Astrobiology Society of Britain (ASB, formerly the United Kingdom Astrobiology Network, UKAN)

Astrobiology Science Conference (AbSciCon)

Australian Centre for Astrobiology (ACA)

Bioastronomy, Commission 51 of the IAU

Centro de Astrobiología (CAB)

European Exo/Astrobiology Network Association (EANA)

Groupe de Recherche en Exobiologie (GdR en E)

International Society for the Study of the Origins of Life (ISSOL)

NASA Astrobiology Institute (NAI)

Red Mexicana de Astrobiología, (RMA)

Swedish Astrobiology Network (SwAN)

Members are expected to interact with each other collaboratively, modeling the behaviors appropriate to the scientific domain of astrobiology and the cooperative goals of the Federation. Members are proactive in sharing information relating to symposia, workshops, and conferences; basic research and technology funding opportunities; laboratory and field research facilities, and public and academic educational resources.  They also try to ensure that their own activities welcome international participation.

The independent organizations that choose to participate in the FAO are absolutely autonomous in their operations. FAO membership does not apply any policies, regulations, charters, by-laws or articles of incorporation, on any member. There are no financial obligations to membership and no exchange of funds related to FAO participation occurs between members.

FAO actively welcomes the participation of additional networks, associations, institutes, research groups, and societies.  When a group learns about FAO, and finds they agree with its structure and goals, they are encouraged to contact any individual currently participating—as identified below. Please send information on your group, including: your participants, the history and organization of your group, your goals, and the name and contact information for the individual your group has selected to represent them in the FAO telecons/meetings. The individual you contact will circulate your information to her/his FAO colleagues, who will reach a consensus about including your group as soon as possible.

The organizations and representative individuals currently participating in our dialogues are:

ASB, Howell Edwards, h.g.m.edwards@bradford.ac.uk

AbSciCon, George Cody, g.cody@gl.ciw.edu

ACA, Malcolm Walter, mwalter@laurel.ocs.mq.edu.au

Bioastronomy, Karen Meech, meech@ifa.hawaii.edu

CAB, Juan Perez-Mercader, mercader@laeff.esa.es

EANA, André Brack, brack@cnrs-orleans.fr

GDR, François Raulin, raulin@lisa.univ-paris12.fr

ISSOL, see RMA

NAI, Rosalind Grymes, rose.grymes@nasa.gov
RMA, Antonio Lazcano, alar@hp.fciencias.unam.mx

SwAN, Nils Holm, nils.holm@geo.su.se
The FAO has a scheduled telecon each month, on the third Wednesday of the month, at 08:30 PT, 16:30 GMT, 17:30 CET and at 16:30 PT which is 11:30 on the third Thursday in Australia. The members of FAO work together so that a majority of members can also meet in person when we jointly attend science conferences and workshops.

Minutes are taken at the telecons, and distributed by e-mail.  We also have a website, www.fao-astrobiology.org, which is under construction. The members of FAO reach consensus by expressing opinions electronically, by e-poll or e-mail, by telecon, or in person.  Your group’s representative should circulate information about the FAO’s discussions to your group’s members.



