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Member Reports:

N. Holm

· Update on FAO domain name and website

· Information gathered on acquiring a public domain name for FAO 

· Costs is $75.00

· Discussion: Name for site - Group will agree on name based on what is available

· Pre-view/Draft site located at http://nai.arc.nasa.gov/fao/
· Discussion:  Email address format for the site should use _ at _ rather than the @ in order to reduce the risk of web crawlers grabbing information for spam –Agreed.
R. Grymes

· Astrobiology Science Conference (ABSCICON) meeting 2004

· NAI Director, B. Runnegar, would like to use the ABSCICON meeting as an opportunity to highlight International partnerships including those with FAO.  Possible additional FAO event.

· Would also include those organizations considering joining the NAI:  Mexico, S. Africa, Russia, India, Israel, Japan, Canada

· Possible for NAI to provide some support for registration – Is it needed?

· N. Holms – no support needed 

· A.Brack – not sure, possibly not

· Meetings and Conferences

· Titan Science Meeting scheduled for April 13-17, 2004 in Noordwijk, the Netherlands
· NAI providing travel support for students to Bioastronomy focusing on those in the FAO network

· RG will send deadlines for applications and other information to FAO members by the next meeting. 

· R. Grymes will be spending 2 weeks in Madrid at the beginning of March at the Centro de Astrobiologia (CAB) to further collaboration efforts with the NAI 

· Extremophiles meeting planned in November 04, Baltimore, Maryland as part of a series

· Some travel support provided from NAI

· R. Grymes asked organizers for specific report at the end of the meeting on which NAI members and International members received support

A Brack

· EANA workshop planned for November 04 in London, England

· Proposal submitted to ESF, as a joint EANA activity, currently in review

· Would provide Postdoc/graduate study opportunities with 25 participating EANA labs

· Discussion: Need more appropriate astrobiology representation on proposal review/selection panels, emphasizing interdisciplinarity

FAO should provide needed advocacy to have more slots on selection panels

· If providing advocacy, the FAO needs to have a roster of names ready to fill those slots

· New Countries added to EANA for a total of 17 countries

· Hungary, Poland, Russia, Finland, Romania

· MARS Express inserts into Mars Orbit at 8:31 AM Greenich / 12:31 AM PDT

K. Bradford will send information for the next telecon via email. 

