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· FAO Telecon Coordination

· Discussion on maintaining quarterly meetings in conjunction with newsletters was discussed. The newsletter is a great medium for sharing information. Members will send group activities and/or announcements to Andre Brack for inclusion in the FAO newsletter. Many felt that a bimonthly meeting would be most efficient. 

· Decision: All agreed to the new bimonthly schedule, the next telecon is tentatively scheduled to occur the 3rd or 4thd week of August.
· Coordination of AB Meetings

· “It makes more and more sense that it is key for us to get our meetings online collaboratively. Serving the core astrobiology community by bringing these meetings together.” Rose

· AbSciCon  - George Cody- Meeting is moving ahead. The meeting will take place on March 26-31, 06 at the Ronald Regan Center, Washington D.C. The preliminary organizing committee is in the process of creating a diverse and broad scientific organizing committee. Will use the NAI 2005 Biennial Meeting as a model, the meeting will be based on abstract submission. Seeking interaction with ISSOL and Bioastronomy.. This meeting has to encompass a broader scientific community. The goal is to have 50% to 75% non-astrobiology talks. The goal is to try and create a sense of cohesion.

· ISSOL/Bioastronomy – Karen Meech 

· Meech has been occupied with Deep Impact. Commission 51 (C 51) is very supportive of effort to coordinate a joint meeting. There was some miscommunication about contacting the Italians, this issue was resolved. Karen emailed the Italians to notify them of her continued interest in this joint venture. Alan Boss, C 51 Vice President will provide support in this endeavor. The issue was raised that some in ISSOL and Italy are not in agreement with this proposal. Karen will wait to see what transpires after ISSOL meeting in June.  

· Pale Blue Dot Conference – Rose Grymes

· There was discussion at NAI about holding a small workshop (20-30 people) focused on Biomarkers and biosignatures. The last Pale Blue Dot conference was held in 1999. Many mission recommendations were taken. NAI considered the possibility of another Pale Blue Dot Conference. The first two conferences focused on searching for extrasolar planets, and understanding the limits of habitable zones. NAI recommends expanding this theme to look for traces of life i.e. molecular fossils, and the inclusion of the early earth and the geophysics communities. The Adler planetarium contacted the NAI. They had a private sponsor who wanted to donate 200K for an astrobiology conference. The meeting would take place in Chicago. The venue holds 285 people. There would be much media involvement. Rose is keenly aware of potential conflicts, in having overlapping meetings. The Pale Blue Dot would be a specialized meeting, and therefore should not pose a conflict. The proposed dates are May or June. However, these dates are too close to AbSciCon. The NAI has proposed late August, or early September, they are waiting for concurrence from the Adler Planetarium.

· Announcements

· Rose: What about EANA? October 10-12, who might be going? Will talk to Andre to see about the possibility of setting up a dinner. Rose will keep in touch with Andre. Meeting to be held in Capri- Rose will forward details.

· Jesus: Life in Extreme Environments sponsored by the European Science Foundation, will probably occur in Nov. 6-10 or 11, to be held in Catalonia. Jesus will send details in a couple of weeks. 

