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The telecon began with the introduction to the group of Alex Ellery, alternate for Howell Edwards and the Astrobiology Society of Britain (ASB).

· FAO information dissemination to astrobiology-related publications

· Martinez-Frias has prepared an initial list of geology, geochemistry, planetary science journals

· A discussion followed regarding communication with these, and other, journals.

· The group confirmed their interest in pursuing the completion of this listing.  

· Action:  To encourage responses, Martinez-Frias will send his current list to FAO members, and requests their additions

· A discussion of how to utilize this list followed.  Grymes suggest FAO members divide the list and each contact a subset with a short introductory piece on the FAO, an offer to produce an article for ‘current events’ or ‘newsletters’, and provide the FAO website address.  The FAO Mission Statement has been sent to all, and is available for download at our website, and can be a starting point for the email’s text.

· Grymes action from last month not yet completed, to shorten the report of MIASMA and provide it to all, particularly Lazcano who will contact Science.

· Action:  Grymes to complete.

· Meeting Coordination Discussion

· As Cody had not been present at the MIASMA meeting in LA, Meech summarized that day’s discussion for him—to augment the written materials already provided.  Important elements included the MIASMA discussion’s view that AbSciCon 2006 was an essential meeting, and that ISSOL and Bioastronomy want to work proactively with AbSciCon organizers in support of AbSciCon 2006 and invite AbSciCon’s involvement in the joint ISSOL/Bioastronomy meeting of 2008.

· There was a discussion of exactly how ISSOL and Bioastronomy can be connected to the AbSciCon organization.

· Cody provided information on the development of AbSciCon 2006.  Expressed his view of the need for a Board of Trustees type of organization for AbSciCon.  That, however, is for the sponsors of AbSciCon to address.  

· Cody plans to send out a preliminary email to start a Science Organizing Committee (SOC) for AbSciCon 2006 soon.  He was open to sharing this information with Meech and Lazcano.  They can then contact those individuals they feel are members of their (ISSOL and Bioastronomy) communities, and ask them to view their SOC participation partially in light of representing the interests of those communities.  

· Meech suggested, and Cody was open to, inviting AbSciCon 2006 SOC participation from some individuals familiar with the organization of previous Bioastronomy and ISSOL conferences.

· FAO Telecon Coordination

· Grymes proposed that with the increased number of participants, there be a new technique implemented for the FAO telecoms by having the participants dial in to an international Meet-me number.  There would be cost for each participant.   The occasional person who is not in her/his office can be accommodated on Grymes’ conference phone lines, by prior notification. 

· Decision:  All agreed to the proposal to use a direct dial in meet me number for the FAO monthly telecons starting November 2004.  
· Grymes spoke on behalf of the FAO to thank Karen Bradford for her valuable and appreciated assistance in the coordination of administrative items for the group.  K. Bradford is passing the FAO administrative duties on to Patricia Gregory as of this month. Welcome Patricia!

· Group Updates

· Grymes

· Plans are underway for another AbGradCon to be held at the Scripps Institute of Oceanography in July of 2005 organized by student Brad Bailey. The last conference had about 20% international student attendance.  The total estimated cost of the conference is $25K.  Grymes has asked Bailey to expand contacts for support of the meeting to include organizations such at ISSOL and EANA, etc.  The support provided may not be direct funding but could also be travel support for students to attend the conference.

· August 8-11, 2005 Earth System Processes II, Calgary, Alberta, Canada. http://www.geosociety.org/calendar/2005meet.htm#S8
· NAI, GSA and the Canadian Institute for Advanced Research (CIAR) working on collaboration to sponsor various at the conference.

· Brack


· Reports positive and enthusiastic feedback on the new FAO philosophy from the EANA membership

· EANA meeting November 23-25, 2004.  Support provided for 20 plus students to attend. 

· Meech

· Hawaii Winter School has had a phenomenal response.  Scheduled for January 10-21, 2005, Honolulu, HI. 

· Cody

· January 16-21, 2005 – Gordon Conference, Origin of Life in Ventura, CA. http://www.grc.uri.edu/programs/2005/origin.htm
· Walter

· Reached by phone later that day—message left with essentials of the morning’s telecon.

