Federation of Astrobiology Organization

Telecon/Meeting Notes

September 29, 2004
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Agenda:  

· Meeting to Initiate Astrobiology Meeting Accord (MIASMA)

· Comments from the group that this meeting is a great start on optimizing the coordination of astrobiology meetings.  Thanks and credit to Bill Schopf for his statesmanship and dedication to this effort. 

· MIASMA document approved as final version by the group

· Lazcano reports that ISSOL still agrees in principle with the MIASMA outcome proposal, and intends to present it to the ISSOL Board, but separate from business relating to ISSOL ’05 in Beijing, which takes precedence at the moment.

· Brack reports that he will bring it to the attention of the EANA leadership in advance of the EANA Meeting in November, by e-mail.

· Meech reports that she will bring the proposal before the IAU Commission 51 Board of Directors.

· There is no representative present from AbSciCon, however Grymes has informed management at ARC and NASA HQ of the meeting’s outcomes.

· Grymes shared information with the NAI Director and Executive Council (EC).  Reactions from the EC were positive.  Grymes will discuss meeting results with NASA Ames Center Director, S. Hubbard, October 1, 2004.

· Grymes reported that Sherry Cady, editor of the journal Astrobiology, had inquired if FAO held discussion in regard to societies and journals. Cady expressed interested in possibly joining the FAO and Grymes asks the group for discussion on this:

· In the interest of fairness, all editors of this type of journal would need to be included.

· The increased numbers could make the monthly telecoms more cumbersome.

· Suggestion of having the minutes from the telecons and meeting sent to journal editors and perhaps providing a write up 3-4 times a year of FAO activities

· Action:  J. Martinez-Frias compile a list of possible journals/publications to send FAO information.   Each FAO member is asked to send their journal recommendations to him, martinezfrias@mncn.csic.es, by October 10, 2004. 

· Cady also proposed publishing the MIASMA document in the Astrobiology Journal
· Discussion on this resulted in a preference for publishing in Science or Nature, for wider readership

· Action: Lazcano will contact Science
· Action: Grymes will make draft of publication piece and send to the group for review.

· Propose also having the MIASMA outcome information on the FAO participant websites, and on the FAO website, http://astrobiology-fao.org
· Follow on actions to MIASMA’s Proposal for Meeting Coordinationa Implementation

· Create the Plan Oversight Working group (POW) to further develop the ideas and suggestions from the MIASMA meeting.

· All telecon participants were asked if they wished to participate, on the understanding that participation must be active.

· Volunteers are Grymes, Brack, Holm,   Lazcano and Meech are necessarily the recipients of POW interactions, and therefore necessarily part of the process.  Cody should be similarly engaged.

· The September Minutes distribution will constitute an appropriate time to inform Walter and Howell and solicit their participation.

· Action: Grymes will send initial organizing e-mail to POW, their next action to be fleshing out the details of the MIASMA meeting agreement that AbSciCon 2006 provide and receive substantial interactions with the Bioastronomy and ISSOl organizations.
· Group Updates

· NAI

· Discussion at NAI of another AbGradCon to be held at the Scripps Institute of Oceanography.  The previous AbGradCon was hosted by the University of Arizona (UA) NAI team and supported with NAI funding.  This next meeting will look for funding from additional sources.  Summer of 2005 is proposed time.

· January 16-21, 2005 – Gordon Conference, Origin of Life in Ventura, CA. http://www.grc.uri.edu/programs/2005/origin.htm
· GDR

· Workshop held in Paris, France: Le paradoxe de Fermi. Ou en sommes-nous? Que faire? – September 22-23, 2004 

· RMA 

· November 10-13, 2004 science investigation workshop to discuss the where, what and future of astrobiology hosted by the University of Bern and the International Space Science Institute

· EANA

· November 23-25 EANA workshop – General assembly voting.  Members asked to send in nominees

· SwAN

· August 12-15, 2004 - A workshop on `Astrobiological problems for physicists and biologists' held in Tuorla (near Turku), Finland.
· October 20, 204 – Bruce Runnegar's lecture 'Astrobiology of the Early Earth and its Life,' Royal Academy of Sciences, Stockholm

· SwAN meeting to be held after the EANA meeting December 1, 2004

· ISSOL

· ISSOL – received requests to host the next ISSOL meeting in Istanbul or Florence.  Will coordinate these requests with new plans for joint ISSOL/Bioastronomy Meeting in 2008.

