Origin of Life Gordon Research Conference Update

Due to some last minute cancellations there are a few free places at this years Origin of Life Gordon Research Conference (July 13-18).  Limited support is available for students and postdoctoral fellows presenting posters.  The full program is at: http://www.grc.uri.edu/programs/2003/origin.htm
The online application form is at: http://www.grc.uri.edu/scripts/dbml.exe?Template=/Application/apply1.dbm, or follow the links at the conference web pages.
For a listing of Topics with session chairs/speakers, as well as a listing of Discussion Sessions, click here.
Topics (session chair/ speakers)

Extent of lateral gene transfer in early evolution
(J.L. Siefert / W.F. Doolittle / G. Olsen / A. Lazcano)

The subsurface as an abode and potential cradle for life's origin on Earth and other bodies in our solar system
(M. Meyer / D.R. Lovely / J.D. Farmer )

How late/early could the most recent common ancestor have lived?  Fossil, molecular and geological evidence
(S.J. Mojzsis / C.H. House/ R.E. Summons/ M.A. van Zuilen)

Weird Life - possible alternative chemistries for extraterrestrial life 
(J.P. Ferris / S.A. Benner / A. Weber)

The early atmosphere and early archean environments on Earth 
(B. Runnegar / J. Farquhar / A. Pavlov / G. Byerly )

Solar and extrasolar planets
(B.M. Jakosky / P. Butler / J.L. Beauchamp)

Origin and amplification of biomolecular chirality
(S. Pizzarello / K. Soai/ D.K. Kondepudi)

Sequence evolution in the RNA world and beyond
(D.H. Burke / J.W. Szostak / P. Schuster / E. Koonin)


Discussion Sessions
What organisms were the founding contributors to the eukaryotic cell and what are the early branching eukaryotes?
Intro: Blair Heges

Can we determine the topology and the root of the tree of life in the presence of horizontal gene transfer?
Intro: Jim Lake

